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This supplementary sheet serves to inform and advise exhibitors/organizers at the Deutsche Messe AG 
exhibition grounds about the current legal requirements relating to the presentation and sale of knives 
at trade fairs and exhibitions. The background to this is the amendment to the Weapons Act (WaffG), 
which prohibits or strictly regulates the carrying and sale of certain types of knives at public events. 
 
The aim is to provide information about the applicable regulations in advance and to ensure that events 
are conducted in a legally compliant manner. 
 
The following information contains binding guidelines and recommended measures for practical 
implementation. Deutsche Messe requests that these guidelines be strictly observed and reserves the 
right to take appropriate measures to ensure compliance with the law in the event of non-compliance. 

1. Ban on carrying knives at events  
 

In accordance with paragraph 42 of the German Weapons Act (WaffG) and the house and grounds 
regulations of Deutsche Messe AG (Section 5.3), exhibitors and visitors are strictly prohibited from 
bringing or carrying any type of knife onto the exhibition grounds for any event. 

 
The only exceptions are those specified in paragraph 42, section 4a of the German Weapons Act 
(WaffG), such as the bringing of knives to an event as exhibits or goods for sale by commercial vendors 

(paragraph 42, section 4a, no. 5 WaffG) and for knives that are secured so that they are not accessible 
and were purchased during the trade fair (paragraph 42, section 4a, no. 3 WaffG). 

2. Requirements for exhibiting and selling at trade fairs and exhibitions 

Exhibition and Presentation 
 
Knives may be exhibited and presented at trade fairs and exhibitions under the following organizational 
and technical measures: 
 

- Direct access and removal by visitors must be prevented, e.g., by means of partition panels, 

barriers, display cases, mechanically effective fastenings (e.g., steel cables), or similar measures.  
- Third parties may only inspect and handle the knives in the presence of the selling party or 

personnel designated and instructed by the selling party.  

- After the event has ended, the exhibits / knives must remain secured. It must not be possible to 
remove them after leaving the stand. 
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Sale and handover of knives to customers  
 
The sale of knives and portable objects that are defined as weapons under paragraph 1, section 2 of the 
German Weapons Act (WaffG) is generally prohibited. 
 

Only knives and cutting tools intended for home use, such as general kitchen knives, paring knives, etc., 
may be sold. 
 

It is not permitted to hand over knives to visitors to take with them on the exhibition grounds without 
securing them. In order to comply with weapons regulations, it must be ensured that the knives cannot 

be carried openly on the exhibition grounds. 
 
It is mandatory that the knives are sealed and packaged in such a way that they are not accessible when 

sold and handed over: 

- The blade must be protected. 

- Outer packaging must be secured, e.g., with strapping that cannot be opened by hand. Goods in 
special security blister packaging that cannot be opened by hand do not need to be repackaged.   

- The goods must be carried by the buyer in a bag at all times during their visit to the trade fair or 

exhibition and must not be opened on the exhibition grounds. We recommend making buyers 
aware of this, e.g. by means of signage or verbally when the sale is concluded. 
 

Contact of the responsible authority for further questions 
 

If you have any further questions about the German Weapons Act (WaffG), we recommend contacting 

the following authority in advance: 
 
Landeshauptstadt Hannover, FB Öffentliche Ordnung 

32.43.4 Weapons Authority 
Am Schützenplatz 1 

30169 Hannover 

telephone: +49 511 168-49442 

E-Mail: 32.43.4@Hannover-Stadt.de  
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